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Following the first day of the ITRE Committee sitting, COGEN 
Europe had the pleasure to hold a dinner debate hosted by 
MEP Seán Kelly (EPP, Ireland). This debate brought together 
representatives from the food, paper and energy supply 
sectors, all using cogeneration to deliver a high efficiency 
performance in their business. MEP Kelly showed strong 
support for the industrial CHP theme reflecting on personal 
experience from his constituency where Shannon LNG is in 
the final stage of being approved for a 500 MW CHP plant. 
MEP Kelly, honoured this year as ‘MEP of the Year for 
Research and Innovation’, emphasized in his opening speech 
the importance of taking  into consideration the concerns of 
the European industries in the current economic crisis while 
highlighting the benefits of the CHP as a cost effective  
efficiency measure and in creating jobs and innovation, and 
bringing down CO2 emissions  

 
 
Martin Regan from Shannon 
LNG, presented its LNG terminal 
project flanked by a 500 MW CHP 
plant project. After completion, 
the industrial facility/complex will 
not only supply the Irish energy 
system with natural gas but also 
with low carbon electricity. 
Nevertheless, despite a rather 
favourable CHP policy framework 
in place, the project encountered 
many barriers around connection 
to the electricity network. Thanks to the positive provisions of the recently published 
Energy Efficiency Directive (EED), Shannon LNG hopes the work will commence soon. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Johannes Hankes from the German 
Bitburger Brewing Group gave an insight 
on the business opportunities arising from 
the adoption of cogeneration in food and 
drink sector. Thanks to the national CHP 
law adopted in July 2012, the company 
decided to invest in gas-fired engine CHP 
even if the breakeven point is higher than 
the 3-year standard period.  

Bitburger’s high commitment to environmental and energy performance made the 
investment acceptable to its management. Mr Hankes emphasised that CHP 
provides the best cost efficiency and is a proven, reliable and flexible solution.  
 

Marco Mensink from the European paper and pulp 
sector CEPI, explained the long term vision and the 
associated technical solutions needed to achieve the 
CO2 emission reduction goal. Building on the 2050 
Roadmap presented last year, he emphasized the 
current natural role of CHPs but moved to a word of 
caution for the CHP sector in the 2030+ horizon. Mr 
Mensink also highlighted that he believes the 3rd 
phase of the EU-ETS legislation will be a setback for 
CHPs as it does not allocate any free carbon allowance 
for cogenerated electricity used onsite. Finally, he said 
that he is not optimistic on the forthcoming impact of 
the EED for industrial applications.  

 
The debate, moderated by Fiona Riddoch, Managing Director of COGEN Europe, 
showed that policy measures supportive of CHPs need to be put in place at national 
level. Those supportive schemes, factoring in the socio-economic values that CHP 
brings, could have an instrumental role in maintaining and improving the 
competiveness of the European industries. Therefore the CHP sector called for  
a) recognition of the economic role of energy efficiency and CHP in industry, and 
b) the need for action to maintain the existing CHP investments to ready these 
sectors to take advantage of the economic recovery when it comes. 
Guests were reminded that cogeneration in industry already saves Europe around 15 
million Toe1 of energy imports each year.  
 

COGEN Europe continues to work for a better understanding and a 
more progressive approach to industrial CHP applications. 

 
Speakers’ presentations, pictures and additional information are available here. 

                                                        
1
 Toe: Tonne of oil equivalent 

http://www.cogeneurope.eu/how-does-the-new-eed-effect-large-industrial-chp-applications_443.html

